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our French people to intimidate these Barbarians, who
were so cruel towards their own people. So some of
them came at once, pistol in hand, and took some of
the bark by force, telling them that this [38] woman
would soon either die or recover, and they would get
back what they had loaned. They were very angry;
but nevertheless, as this violence was reasonable, one
of them, to atone for their cruelty, returned from the
woods where he had gone to camp, and himself put up
a little cabin for her, where every day we carried her
food and then instructed her. Imagine, if you please,
how great is the necessity for a Hospital here, and
how much fruit it could produce. Three things con-
soled me greatly in expounding to her the Articles of
our belief; the 1st was, that, wishing to make her
perform some act of contrition for her sins, in order
to prepare her for baptism, I called up the names of
several offenses, threatening her with the fires of hell
if, having committed these crimes, she were not
washed in the waters of the Sacrament; [39] this
poor, frightened, sick woman began to name her of-
fenses aloud, saying, ‘‘ I have not committed those
sins that thou sayest, but I have these,” accusing her-
self of several very shameful ones. I told her it
would be enough for her to ask pardon in her heart
without naming them, Confession not being necessa-
ty except after Baptism; but she did not cease, beg-
ging for mercy from him who has made all. In the
second place, speaking with her about death, one
day after her baptism, she began to cry, being angry
at me for speaking to her of such a horrible thing; I
was somewhat astonished at this, and almost sorry
that T had baptized her. We recommended her to
our Lord, who touched her heart; for, having re-



